Minimum Enclosure Size Chart

Smallest enclosure by source, one adult unless the row says. Where sources differ, go bigger.

PET SOURCE MINIMUM

Leopard gecko RvC 36 x 18 x 18 in

Leopard gecko RSPCA 60 x 30 x 40 cm

Leopard gecko VCA 10 gal, 6 in high

Bear ded dragon RvVC 48 x 24 x 24 in

Bear ded dragon RSPCA 120 x 60 x 60 cm

Bear ded dragon RSPCA Australia 1.2-1.8 x 0.6 x 0.6-0.9 m
Bear ded dragon VCA 60-100 gal +, 16 in wide

Bear ded dragon NSW code 0.75 x 0.5 mfloor

Crested gecko RSPCA 45 x 45 x 60 cm

Crested gecko RvVC 45 x 45 x 60 cm

Bal | python RSPCA Snake's length x 1/3 x 1/3
Bal | python RvVC 48 x 24 x 24 in

Corn snake RSPCA Snake's length x 1/3 x 1/3
Corn snake RvVC 48 x 24 x 24 in

West ern hognose RvC 36 x 18 x 18 in

Horsfield' s tortoise RVC Open-top table, as big as possi bl
Horsfield' s tortoi se BCG 10 n? outdoor pen

Red- eared slider RSPCA Good size: 80 L per 5 cm shell
Red- eared slider VCA 10 gal water per inch of shell
Axol ot | Unusual Pet Vets 78 L (20 gal) adult

Pacman frog Yar nout h Vet Center 10-20 gal adult

African dwarf frog Habi t at - OS care sheet 24 x 12 x 12 in adult

Tarantul a RvVC Height up to its body Ilength
Land hermt crab Unusual Pet Vets 38 L per crab (Australian)
Land hermt crab Aliso Beach Animal Cinic 20 gal + for two

Land hermt crab Zubair Khalid, DVM (personal site) 40 L for two, +20 L each
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PET

BASKING (°C)

COOL END (°C)

Leopard gecko

Bear ded dragon
Crested gecko

Bal | python

Corn snake

West ern hognose
Horsfield' s tortoise
Red- eared slider
Axol ot |

Pacman frog

African dwarf frog
VWiite's tree frog
Tarantul a

Regal junping spider

Land hermt crab

28-30 RSPCA; 32 RVC
38-42 RSPCA; 35-40 RVC
26-28 RSPCA; 28 RVC
30-32 RSPCA; 32 RVC
28-30 RSPCA; 30 RVC
30-32 RVC

35 RVC

30-35 RSPCA; 32 RVC
Not given

Day 24-28

Not given

30 RVC

23-30, room heat

Room 21-26 (70-78 °F)

Warm area 27 (80 °F); 26-32 Aus.

24-26 RSPCA; 25 RVC
22-26 RSPCA; 25 RVC
20-24 RSPCA; 25 RVC
24-26 RSPCA; 24 RVC
20-24 RSPCA

Not gi ven

20-25 RVC

Water 22-25 RSPCA;, 24-26 RVC

Water 16-18 RVC, 17-18 UPV

Not gi ven

Vater 22-26 (72-78 °F)
25 RVC

Not gi ven

Not gi ven

A cool er area

PET

NIGHT (°C)

uvB

Leopard gecko

Bear ded dragon
Crested gecko

Bal | python

Corn snake

West ern hognose
Horsfield' s tortoise
Red- eared slider
Axol ot |

Pacman frog
African dwarf frog
VWiite's tree frog

Tarant ul a

20+ RVC

20-22 RSPCA; 20 RVC

18-20 RSPCA; 20 RVC

24+ RVC

16-20 RSPCA; 24 RVC

20-25 RVC
18-20 RVC

Wat er 20+ RVC

Never over 24 RVC

21-22

Wter 20-22 (68-72 °F)

21+ RVC

Not gi ven
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2-5% RSPCA; 6% RVC
10-12% WV 3-5
5—-7% RSPCA; 6% RVC
2-7% W 1.0
2-7% WVI 1.0

6% RVC

10-12% RVC

7-12% W/ 3-5
None RVC

Not required

Not required

Low out put RVC

Not needed RVC

check your own pet's needs
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PET NIGHT (°C) uvB

Regal junping spi der Not gi ven Li ght cycle

Land hermit crab Not gi ven Not gi ven

whatdopetsneed.com
https://whatdopetsneed.com/pet-enclosure-size-chart check your own pet's needs


https://whatdopetsneed.com/pet-enclosure-size-chart
https://whatdopetsneed.com/
https://whatdopetsneed.com/

PET SOURCE MINIMUM TANK

Betta, one mmle OATA 20 L

Betta, one male RSPCA Australia 20 L ideal, 10 L |east

Betta, one mmle Univ. of Illinois vet 5 ga

Col df i sh OATA 100 L + 50 L per extra adult
Gol dfi sh RSPCA 60 L each

Gol dfi sh RSPCA Australia 50 L tank

Quppi es OATA 45 L smal | group

Angel fi sh OATA 120 L a pair, +40 L per adult past it
Angel fi sh OATA 300 L larger species

Cherry shrinmp CATA 10 L per group

PET WATER HEATER
Betta, one male 24-26 RSPCA Aus.; 20-28 OATA; 24-27 lllinois Needed

Gol dfi sh
Quppi es

Angel fi sh

Cherry shrinp

4-25 QOATA; 10-21 RSPCA; 20-24 RSPCA Aus.
20-28 OATA; 22-28 RSPCA
22-27 QOATA (cichlids)

17-27 OATA (shrimp)
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Not normal |y
Needed

Needed

Sone speci es

check your own pet's needs


https://whatdopetsneed.com/pet-enclosure-size-chart
https://whatdopetsneed.com/
https://whatdopetsneed.com/

PET SOURCE MINIMUM CAGE

Syri an hanst er Wbodgr een 100 x 50 x 50 cm
Syrian hanster PDSA 100 x 50 cm fl oor
Syri an hanst er VCA 10 gal tank

Dwar f hanst er Whodgr een 100 x 50 x 40 cm
Dwar f hanst er PDSA 100 x 50 cm fl oor
Dwar f hamst er VCA 10 gal tank

Gui nea pi gs Wbodgr een 2 females: 153 x 61 cm
Cui nea pigs Whodgr een 2 males: 182 x 61 cm
Gui nea pi gs Wbodgr een 3: 182 x 61 cm

Cui nea pigs RSPCA Australia 2: 1 nt, 30 cmhigh
Gui nea pi gs MSD nmanual 7 sq ft + 2-4 each
Cui nea pigs Whodgr een Run 182 x 122 cm
Rabbits (pair) RSPCA 3x2x1m

Rabbits (pair) RWAF 3x2x1m

Rabbits (pair) Scottish SPCA 3x2x1m

Rabbits (pair)
Rabbits (pair)
Gerbils
Gerbils
Gerbils
Gerbils
Gerbils
Chinchilla
Chinchilla
Chinchilla
Chinchilla
Ferret

Ferret

Ferret

Whodgr een
MSD manua
Whodgr een
Wbodgr een
RSPCA
MSD manua
VCA

RVC

VCA

VCA

VCA

RVC

MSD manua

VCA
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3 X 2x 1 mrun

18 x 24 to 30 x 36 in
2: 100 x 50 x 50 cm
3: 120 x 50 x 50 cm
About 50 cm high

5 gal each

10 gal tank
2x2x1m

1: 3 x 2 x 3 ft

1: 4 x 4 x 3 ft

2: 3 x 2 x5 ft

1: 24 x 24 x 18 in

check your own pet's needs
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PET SOURCE MINIMUM CAGE

African pygny hedgehog MSD manual 2 x 3 ft floor

Sugar gliders RVC 2X2x2m

Sugar gliders MSD manual 24 x 36 x 36 in

PET TEMPERATURE (°C) COMPANY

Syri an hanst er 18-21 PDSA; 18-26 RVC Al one

Dwar f hanst er 18-21 PDSA; 18-26 RVC Al one safest; pairs split
Gui nea pigs 17-20 RSPCA; 20-22 RVC 2 or nore

Rabbits (pair) 10-20 RSPCA A rabbit conpani on
Gerbils 20-24 RSPCA; 16-21 RVC 2 or nore; VCA: adults alone
Chinchilla 10-18 RSPCA; 10-20 RVC 2 or nore; VCA: 1 or 2
Ferret 15-24 SSPCA; 18-23 MsD 2 or nore

African pygny hedgehog 24-30 RVC, 24-29 MsD Al one

Sugar gliders 24-27 RVC, 27-31 WMsD 2 or nore
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BIRD SOURCE MINIMUM CAGE, ONE BIRD

Budgi e MSD manual 20 x 20 x 30 in

Budgi e VCA 1 x1x 2ft

Budgi e RvVC W ngs stretched, at |east
Cockati el VCA 2 x 2 x 3 ft each

Cockati el MSD nmanual 20 x 20 x 30 in

Cockat i el RVC Wngs stretched, at |east
Lovebi rds VCA 2 x 2 x 3 ft

Lovebi rds MSD nmanual 20 x 20 x 30 in

Lovebi rds MSD manual 1.5 x wi ngspan each way

Fi nches VCA 18 x 18 x 30 in

Fi nches VCA 1 x1x2ft

Canary VCA 1 x1x 2ft

Canary RvVC W ngs stretched, at |east
Canary RSPCA 2 X wingspan each way

BIRD BARS COMPANY

Budgi e 0.5 in (MsSD nanual ) A pair, ideally
Cockat i el 0.5 in (MSD manual ) A pair, ideally
Lovebi rds 0.5 in (MSD manual ) Pai rs or groups
Fi nches Head cané&rsquo;t fit through O her finches
Canary Head cané&r squo;t fit through Can share

For royal pythons and corn snakes, RSPCA asks for a vivarium at least as long as the snake, with a third of its length for width and
height. 1 in =2.54 cm; 1 US gallon = 3.785 L.

Sources: RSPCA, RSPCA Australia, Royal Veterinary College, VCA Animal Hospitals, NSW code of practice, British Chelonia Group,
OATA, University of lllinois, The Unusual Pet Vets, Yarmouth Veterinary Center, PDSA, Woodgreen, Rabbit Welfare Association, Scottish
SPCA, MSD (Merck) Veterinary Manual. October 2026. Not veterinary advice.

whatdopetsneed.com
https://whatdopetsneed.com/pet-enclosure-size-chart check your own pet's needs


https://whatdopetsneed.com/pet-enclosure-size-chart
https://whatdopetsneed.com/
https://whatdopetsneed.com/

